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Opened in 1900, Troy finally got a “modern” looking station after three previous 
buildings were built and then replaced on the same site. The last depot was designed by 
Reed & Stem, who eventually worked on Grand Central Terminal. The Troy station 
pioneered individual train platform sheds reached by an underground passageway 
instead of one huge shed. This fourth station was a colonial revival design with Beaux 
Arts columns and decorated by Grecian castings. The station was 400 feet, and the 
passenger tracks weren’t much longer. Most trains blocked grade crossings at each end 
of the station.  By 1910, there were 130 passenger trains a day stopping at this busy 
depot and eventually three railroads came to dominate the traffic at this passenger 
station:��the Delaware and Hudson RR, the New York Central RR and the Boston & 
Maine RR. As passenger traffic declined in the 1950’s the demolition of Troy Union 
Station became inevitable and after the last passenger service left town in January of 
1958 the station was demolished early the following year.  
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Attendees to the open house can marvel at the detailed platforms accessed by an underground 
passageway and a colorful print of this colonial revival design that will eventually become a 3-D 
model. 

Another featured structure is our curved trestle being constructed in a corner of the train room 
but destined to span the gorge near the “bubble” at one end of the layout. A trestle is a rigid 
frame used as a support. A trestle bridge is a bridge composed of several short spans supported 
by such frames. This type of bridge is sometimes called a "trestle" for short, and each supporting 
frame is generally referred to as a bent. Timber and iron "trestles" (trestle bridges) were 
extensively used in the early days of railroading, with timber trestle making up from 1 to 3 per 
cent of the total length of the average railroad in that era. Many timber trestles were built with 
the expectation that they would be temporary. Timber trestles were used to get the railroad to its 
destination. Once the railroad was running, it was used to transport the material to replace timber 
trestles with more permanent works, transporting and dumping fill around some trestles and 
transporting stone or steel to replace others with more permanent bridges. Timber trestles remain 
common in some applications, most notably for bridge approaches crossing floodways, where 
earth fill would dangerously obstruct floodwater. The construction of our trestle has spanned a 
long time as each piece of wood is cut, positioned and glued in place by hand, totaling thousands 
of hours of fine detail work by our dedicated crew. 
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